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Klamath Basin Audubon Society

Officers:

President- vacant (acting Kevin Spencer)

Vice-president- vacant (acting Darrel Samuels)

Secretary- Wes Stone

Treasurer- vacant (acting Diana Samuels and Anne Wenner)

General Meetings: September-May, Second Wednesdays, 

6:30 pm Social Time, 7:00 pm meeting start and presentation follows

Favell Museum, 125 W Main St., Klamath Falls

lower floor, down outside stairs to door 



KBAS member Karl Wenner will

speak at an event at the Favell

Museum on Friday Sept. 5th on the

"Voices of the Klamath River

Watershed", a permanent display

being developed for the Favell

Museum. The Annual Art Show has

been extended for this talk and

reception. The event begins at 5 pm

and the public is invited



The Klamath Basin Audubon Society presents…

SUSTAINABLE BIRDING IN COLOMBIA - A PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR OF THE WORLD'S BIRDIEST 
COUNTRY

Mark your calendar for SEPTEMBER 10 as Chris Calonje, a long-time Klamath Falls resident, will take us on 
photographic tour of Colombia’s Avian Diversity, including the Choco region and the cloud forests in the vicinity of 
the amazing Araucana Lodge (www.araucanalodge.com), built by his family in 2019.

Colombia is currently home to nearly 2,000 bird species which comprise approximately 20% of all bird diversity 
worldwide. In addition, it boasts the greatest diversity of hummingbirds with 165 species of the 355 found on the 
entire American continent.

Chris Calonje was born and raised in Colombia, and after studies and a career in environmental science in California 
and Klamath Falls, he returned to his native country to launch his eco-tourism company, Colombia Birdwatch. Chris 
still has a home in Klamath Falls which he returns to regularly. He has been leading tour groups in all regions of 
Colombia since 2009.  The first bird tour he ever guided in Colombia was actually with a lovely group of five women 
who he met at a KBAS presentation of Colombia's avian diversity in 2010.

Join fellow birders and nature lovers for this amazing introduction to Colombia’s avian diversity.  Meet at the Favell 
Museum (lower level) for refreshments and socializing from 6:30-7:00 with Chris’s presentation beginning at 7:00.

Where:  Favell Museum: lower-level meeting room

When:  September 10 from 6:30 to 8:00



Chris Calonje

Of Columbia Bird Watch

Presenting September 10, 2025

SUSTAINABLE BIRDING IN COLOMBIA –

A PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR OF 

THE WORLD'S BIRDIEST COUNTRY

KBAS General Meeting, 

at the Favell Museum, Lower Room 

6:30 pm for socializing,  7:00 pm Meeting



Hawk Watch- Patty Buettner Memorial

For the last several years a small group of focused observers take their scopes up to the Modoc Rim to observe just a small
fraction of the raptors that move through the Klamath Basin during fall migration. With a natural westerly breeze that is force
upward at the Modoc Rim, raptors can’t help but follow the easy ride southward along that north-south escarpment. Each year
falcons, buteos, eagles, harriers, Coopers’ and Sharp-shinned Hawks “float” past the gazers for brief looks. In-between, there
is much standing, discussing, and observing passerines move past as they too move southward.

Visiting prominent locations atop mountain ranges was a favorite of Patty Buettner. She was a dedicated biologist and was
instrumental at the start of the bird banding in the Klamath Basin in the 1990s. For the last few years this annual Hawk Watch
has been dedicated in her honor for her work with Klamath Bird Observatory. Please support the continued efforts by Klamath
Bird Observatory by donating in her honor and memory.

The date for this year’s Hawk Watch will be Friday, September 26, from 9 to 3 pm. Observers are welcome to participate. It is
a long day in the sun, so bring a hat, sunscreen, plenty of water, food, a chair, scope and binoculars. The time is spent mostly
standing for long periods of time, scanning the horizon, looking for soaring birds in the distance. As raptors approach their ID
is narrowed down using clues seen as they get closer. The location of the viewing area is accessed by ascending the road just N
of Hagelstein Park. The road is a steep gravel road with some wash boarding. At the top a spur road is taken to the rim where
vehicles are parked. A short hike through brush, and with gear, where you will arrive to spend the next six or so hours. If you
are interested in participating, please email Kevin Spencer at rriparia@charter.net

You do not have to participate to donate. Please support the observers’ efforts by donating. There will be a follow up article in 
the next Grebe that will summarize this day.  

mailto:rriparia@charter.net


Dave Haupt, scanning the sky for 

soaring, gliding, or migrating 

raptors,  or distant specks on the 

horizon that could be raptors, at 

Modoc Rim, above Upper Klamath 

Lake, on a September 2018 Hawk 

Watch.



Fall Season Field Trips

Waterfowl and Waders, October 18, 9 am to 4:00 pm. 

This trip will be visiting the Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge to view staging and migrating waterfowl and 
waders, which includes Greater White-fronted Goose, and numerous duck species. Tall waders include Great Egret 
and Great Blue Heron. A late American Bittern could possibly be seen. There are many other species that will be 
encountered. Meet at the locomotive in Veteran’s Park prior to the 9:00 am departure time. This is a tour by vehicle, 
so there will be limited walking  on this trip. Binoculars needed, and scopes encouraged. Water, food, hat, and 
sunscreen are strongly suggested and carpooling encouraged. 

Butte Valley Raptor Rally, November 22, 9 am to 4:00 pm. 

This has been a traditional field trip that was started by Charlotte Ann Kisling. It is still one of the more interesting 
trips that KBAS sponsors. This trip usually sees many species of raptors including eagles, falcons, buteos, harriers, 
and sometimes Cooper’s Hawk or Sharp-shinned Hawk. Rough-legged Hawk possibly has arrived and could be seen, 
along with increasing numbers of wintering Ferruginous Hawk. One highlight includes visiting the organic fields 
south of Dorris where prey such as Belding Ground Squirrels are abundant and is a reason for the denser numbers of 
raptors in that area.  Meet at the locomotive in Veteran’s Park prior to the 9:00 am departure time. This is a tour by 
vehicle, so there will be limited walking on this trip. Binoculars needed, and scopes will be used. Water, food, hat, 
and sunscreen are strongly suggested, and carpooling encouraged.



Supporting the Klamath Basin refuges

We did it! This summer KBAS supporters responded to our call for donations to help with critical airboat
training for two refuge technicians, ensuring more effective operations could continue despite reduced
staffing. Donations covered per diem for nearly two weeks of off-site training which will enable the
technicians to operate airboats in the Klamath Basin wetlands this coming season. Now the trainees will be
able to assist in vital activities such as waterfowl banding, which tracks breeding success, and collecting
deceased birds to help control botulism outbreaks. Both efforts are essential for managing the Klamath
Refuges. Thanks to community support KBAS received, the refuges gained much-needed capacity. The
Klamath Refuges manager expressed deep gratitude for the donations supporting their work.

Thank you to all that contributed:

Erin Shepard
Leslie Hart
Jon Keeley Kirkendall
Eril Jensen
Dick Ashford
Jim Calvert and Wendy Warren
Joel Klas
Mt.Shasta Audubon
Barry Harris
Elizabeth Smith
Darrel and Diana Samuels
Amy Hill and. Jeff Sparks
Greg and Vivian Waterman
Michael Kraus



Klamath County Cultural Coalition Grant

Common Waterbirds of the Klamath Basin to be published again

 Through a grant made by Klamath County Cultural
Coalition, there will be another publishing of the book,
Common Waterbirds of the Klamath Basin, second edition.
This next publishing is expected to be for sale at: Favell
Museum, Klamath County Museum, Discover Klamath,
and possibly others. The proceeds from their sales will
benefit the next edition and online version of “Birders
Guide to the Klamath Basin”. So, not only will those that
purchase these books see the beautiful photographs of the
birds and wetlands that we have here in the Klamath Basin,
but the purchase will additionally also support an updated
and online version of “Birders Guide to the Klamath
Basin”, which has been a great resource for information
about accessing wetland habitats around the Basin and
telling what birds to expect seasonally by location.

 Common Waterbirds of the Klamath Basin was a
collaborative effort by Shannon Rio, Klamath Bird
Observatory, and photographer Mary Williams Hyde. It has
many outstanding photographs by Mary Williams Hyde,
Loree Johnson, and Jack Noller. The book was expertly
researched and written by Shannon Rio and will capture the
attention of children through adults. The intent of this book
is to bring greater appreciation of the amazing wetland
habitats here in the Klamath Basin, and to get people to
visit the refuges, and in turn, pass on to others their
appreciation of these special refuges. Our refuges deserve
support so that they can be protected and continue to be
appreciated for decades to come.



KBAS Annual Picnic, August 24
What a great day! Moore Park was beautiful, the food was great, Teresa Wicks presented a summary of 

her conservation work in the Klamath Basin, many of you attended, and Al and Jean Van Hulzen came 

and shared their famous grilled shrimp. And two young nature enthusiasts took a break from the huge 

playground to help with prizes. A California Ground Squirrel gladly helped with crumb clean-up!





New and Renewing Members
New Members since July 2025

Vivian Waterman

Joseph Kuo

Renewals

David and Cheryl Ramirez

David Hewitt

Kristi Keller

Renewals and New Memberships: Please visit Klamath Basin Audubon Society website for online directions, or send $20 check ($15 
for seniors) to PO Box 354, Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Membership allows Grebe to be sent directly to email address, and special notices are sent directly to email address. 

Other sources of local information include: 

Klamath Basin Bird News (KBBN) a group email; subscription found on Google

Facebook sites: Klamath Basin Audubon Society, Friends of Klamath Basin Birds

Website- Klamath Basin Audubon Society



Board Members and Chair Positions

Board Members

Kevin Spencer

Darrel Samuels

Wes Stone

Anne Wenner

Samantha Adams

Teresa Wicks

Ron Larson

BJ Matzen

Vacant

Chair Positions

Conservation- Marshal Moser

Education- Vacant

Field Trips- Kevin Spencer

Programs – Samantha Adams, Kevin Spencer

Publicity- Darrel Samuels

Grebe Newsletter- Kevin Spencer, Debra Davis

Hospitality- Katelyn Ferguson

Membership- Carol Spencer


