
Modoc Rim Hawk Watch Observation Location
Above the Upper Klamath Lake, with views of Pelican Butte, Crater Lake rim, Mount McLoughlin, and Mount Shasta



Patty Buettner Memorial Hawk Watch Day


 Highlights of the day included incredible kettles of Turkey Vultures. Is the count of over 300 vultures true? 
Sure, when one considers that last week while near Fort Klamath, there were over 100 seen flying in from the 
Crater Lake area during about a 45-minute time. Check out the numbers in each of the six kettles that were 
counted. Watching a Sharp-shinned Hawk soaring high over head and then tucking its wings in and going into a 
full stoop dive, disappearing into the trees was unbelievable. It must have pulled out of the dive since we 
watched a Sharp-shinned Hawk fly by later, and seemingly unfazed. An immature Peregrine Falcon was seen 
soaring high above. Two adult Bald Eagles and two Golden Eagles were seen patrolling the rim. Both male and 
female Northern Harriers were noticed moving northward. An Osprey move through; they are not often seen at 
this location. And two Red-shouldered Hawks was about average. Passerine numbers seemed to be about 
average. Groups of Band-tailed Pigeons and Lewis's Woodpeckers moved on by, while one northward Acorn 
Woodpecker was detected, but I missed it!! 

 Going to the observation location has been going on for years, and probably for over 20 years by Stewart Janes, 
retired professor at SOU, who used to bring students from his ornithology classes for hands on fall hawk 
watches. I have been there with Stewart in years past. I am sure Patty Buettner would have loved to have gone to 
this site. In conversations, she told me that she enjoyed observing raptor migration, going to the Goshute 
Mountains in Nevada. Her family roots were in Pennsylvania. I wonder if she ever made it to Hawk Mountain, 
where there is a phenomenal display of migrating raptors, as Holly Hubbard mentioned to me on this day, with 
Holly telling me she would like to go back again because it is so incredible.  Since Patty enjoyed raptor 
migration, I thought it would be appropriate to pay tribute to her on this day. To bring attention to her 
involvement with KBO and continue her passion for monitoring and attention to maintaining our natural 
resources by involving others with donations in her honor. Many years ago, in the early 1990s, Patty recruited 
me for point counts and collecting base line bird data at the newly acquired Wood River Wetlands. I felt very 
humbled that she respected my skills for that endeavor. I have since felt a need for a gesture of my appreciation.  
She was a dedicated and sincere biologist. She was also instrumental in collaborating with KBO when it was 
establishing itself with its work in the Klamath Basin. Patty recognized the importance of KBO and was very 
supportive of KBO’s involvement in the Klamath Basin. This day was dedicated to continue Patty’s support by 
promoting contributions to KBO in her honor.  

 Kevin Spencer, Klamath Falls



Summary of all birds seen September 26, 2025


 Modoc Rim Hawkwatch, Klamath, Oregon,

 US Sep 26, 2025, 9:50 AM - 3:20 PM, Protocol: Stationary

 Checklist Comments: Weather: Starting temperature about 60 F, clear, Wind W to NW 0-1 mph. Afternoon, temperature about 74 F, clear, Wind 1-3 mph W-NW.

 45 species (+5 other taxa)

 Band-tailed Pigeon 25 groups of 5, 14, &6, American White Pelican 20

 Turkey Vulture 343 Kettles early to about 1130 of: 41, 62, 54, 75, 47, 52; afternoon consisted of few numbers seen along distant horizon that was estimated to be about 12 birds total 

 for the afternoon time.

 Osprey 1, Golden Eagle 2, Sharp-shinned Hawk 6 low count for such a time at a location where they move through., Cooper's Hawk 1 (may be changed to Sharp-shinned/Cooper’s

 Hawk),, Sharp-shinned/Cooper's Hawk 2

 Northern Harrier 3, Bald Eagle 2 (adults), Red-shouldered Hawk 2, Red-tailed Hawk 6 (many seen, but movement N & S adds difficulty in actual numbers migrating through),

 sapsucker sp. 1 unsure about species; observation too brief, Lewis's Woodpecker 5, Acorn Woodpecker 1, Hairy Woodpecker 1, Northern Flicker 6

 American Kestrel 1, Peregrine Falcon 1, Steller's Jay 11, California Scrub-Jay 7, Common Raven 10, Mountain Chickadee 18, swallow sp. 4, Bushtit 3, Golden-crowned Kinglet 2

 White-breasted Nuthatch (Interior West) 2 heard rapid repeated calls; previously heard at this site., Pygmy Nuthatch 5, Red-breasted Nuthatch 5, Brown Creeper 1, Bewick's Wren 1, European Starling 12

 Western Bluebird 2 dark blue seen on one individual; other was overall gray, Townsend's Solitaire 6, Hermit Thrush 4, American Robin 3, Cedar Waxwing 41, House Finch 4, 

 Purple Finch 6, American Goldfinch 2

 Fox Sparrow (Sooty) 4 Possibly more, but difficult to be confident when birds are hidden and unsure or not confident about movements

 Fox Sparrow (Slate-colored) 2 Two individuals seen during the day; heads gray, but one gray head on one was lighter than the other gray headed seen, so two individuals was the

 conclusion. First Slate-colored seen was chased by Sooty. White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel's) 5, Golden-crowned Sparrow 13, Spotted Towhee 12, 

 Red-winged Blackbird 6, Brewer's Blackbird 11, Orange-crowned Warbler 1, Orange-crowned Warbler (lutescens) 1 individual seen was bright, Yellow-rumped Warbler 53





Modoc Rim Hawk Watchers
looking to the north for six hours, watching, scanning, counting, 

and confirming observations with others about fly by raptors
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Avian Internship Memorial Fund


